FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
of that which had been removed had been " restored "^ in
1814-1815? Only the House of Bourbon, called upon to reign
over a new France ? Or any other part as well of the system
that had also disappeared in the great storm? Were the
Church, the aristocracy and any other privileged elements of
the ancien regime restored too? Had the King come back
from his travels alone? And if not, who had accompanied
him ?
These questions were to provide the battlefield for action
and speculation for the next few years to come ; they explain
the nature both of the issues raised and of the political thought
that accompanied them. The issues were immediate and con-
crete, brooking no delay: the power of the King, the position
of the Church and the aristocracy, the claims for compensation
of those who had followed the Royal House into exile, the
amount of freedom to be left to the individual and to the Press,
the attitude to be adopted towards those who had openly sup-
ported Republic or Empire—none of these could be shirked,
and neutrality was virtually impossible; they were simple
enough questions in a way, and yet they stirred up depths
of passion, fear, revenge, hatred, hope, so that opinions were
likely to be scarcely more than the intellectual formulation of
interest and prejudice. Deep political philosophy, the search
into the-elementals of statecraft, genuine speculation about the
ultimate nature of State and Society—the very problems which
were agitating contemporary German philosophy with Hegel,
Fichte, Savigny—none of these is to be expected in the French
thinking of the period, whether to the Right or to the Left.
We find on the contrary the field of research singularly limited,
the thought itself " realist " to the point of shallowness, and
the strife around the issues raised all the more bitter. Nor is
it a coincidence that the theorists of the time are also the men
of action, so that scarcely any of those who made their mark
in the field of thought but were closely connected with the
political life of their day. There was indeed little to tempt the
lover of thought for thought's sake, at least in the realm of
political theory.
One of the immediate consequences of the concrete realism
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